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Economic cooperation is one of the most common features in World Politics. Since the fast 
development due to technological innovations, economic cooperation is just another 
threshold in this space and it is a daily reality in International Relations. 
For two ‘friendly’ countries, who share common values (not necessary same culture and 
history) it is normal that there will also be an economic cooperation, if both countries’ 
interests match and require this reality to happen. In world politics history, especially after 
the Westphalian system has been established, beside the political and diplomatic relations, 
economic relations were the very next challenge and in some cases the real reason for 
having cooperation between two states. 
Since development of its own society is the last goal for every (serious) government, using 
the natural resources and seeking for inputs from neighbors or fellow government, are the 
basic lines for each devoted leadership. 
Usually the most fruitful cooperation in this optics, are the ones between equal or almost 
equal powers in terms of population, GDP, military power, and so on.  
But what happens if the in the same scale we place two very different and distant realities? 
This is the case I will try to examine in this paper, China and Albania! 
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Both Albania and China are countries with long history and unique cultures. Currently, the 
two countries have good exchanges and cooperation on trade, culture and art, but the space 
for further improvement also exists. The core of the principles to this cooperation asked is 
mutual respect, equality and reciprocity, cooperation and mutual benefit.  It goes in line 
with the common desire and fundamental interests of our two peoples to continuously 
deepen the traditional friendship and push ahead our cooperation of mutual benefit in all 
fields. 
In recent years, upon the joint efforts of the two governments and peoples, the Sino-
Albanian bilateral relations experienced stable development. High level visits between the 
two sides were frequent. We saw Albanian Presidents, Prime Ministers and Parliament 
Speakers visiting China, and Chinese Vice-Premier, State Councillor and Foreign Minister 
visiting Albania. In order to express the friendly affection of the Chinese people toward the 
Albanian people, the Chinese government rendered some certain amount of grants 
to Albania without any political condition. The trade volume between our two countries 
also increases year by year. China has become the third largest source of import 
for Albania. Besides, our two countries have smooth cooperation in such fields as culture, 
education, science and technology, agriculture, sports, radio and television as well as on 


























1.2 Literature review 
Sino-Albanian relations of the 70s, especially for the very nature and their peculiarity, 
withdrew a lot of attention, not only in the Eastern Block but also in the international 
scholars. Among the most significant works that influenced this thesis are as follows:, From 
Albanian scholars I would start from from Prof. Enver Bytyci, with his recent book 
‘Albania and China – The Failure of a Coexistence’1, since this book is published in 2014 
the time perspective and recent events made the understanding of Sino-Albanian relations 
very practical and efficient; Prof. Lisen Bashkurti with his third volume of the ‘The 
Diplomacy of Self-Isolation’, 2  gave a very clear explanation from an International 
Relations and Diplomatic point of view, being himself an ex-diplomat it was easy to spot 
in the pages of his book the crude reality of the Albanian Foreign policy;  Prof. Elez Biberaj, 
with a notorious book published in the United States, ‘Albania and China: A Study of an 
Unequal Alliance’ clears a lot of unexplained issues of Communist Albania in her behavior 
towards China; Peter R. Prifti,  with his ‘Socialist Albania since 1944: Domestic and 
Foreign Developments’ published by the prestigious Cambridge MIT Press, traces a very 
chronological path for the Sino-Albanian relations by giving a very clear understanding of 
the countries in the region as well.  
From the international scholars the books that mainly affected the knowledge and the 
understanding of the subject were from Griffith E. Williams ‘Albania and the Sino-Soviet 
Rift’ which describes in a very vivid way the Albanian Policy of the 70s by transmitting a 
very colorful side of the reality of two decades; Amanda Vickers in her ‘The Albanians: A 
Modern History’ makes an incredibly meticulous description of Albanian history and 
focuses a lot on Chairman Hoxha’s perception of China.  
In order to have a better understanding of the Albanian leadership and their thoughts three 
volumes of memoirs written by Enver Hoxha himself, ‘Reflections on China’ has been 
very helpful on perceiving the reality of the time and the contexts examined.  
                                                          
1 The English version is translated from its original title in Albanian  
















However the aforementioned works give a careful description and opinions manly on the 
past of this peculiar cooperation, in recent years very few are the academic works that focus 
on the issue, since the Albanian relevance in the international arena now is quite limited.  
In order to find any comment on Albania’s role in the region and her connection with China 
in recent years, useful information was found in the papers of Loic Polai - ‘China’s New 
Balkan Strategy’, Dean Andromadas - ‘China Develops Balkan Infrastructure That the 
European Union Won’t Build’ and Binoy Kampamark- ‘China’s ‘New Silk Road’ give 
some specifics of the cooperation between CEEC and China by highlighting the 
investments factor as the key one to success.  
However none of these studies thoroughly discuss the Albanian role and position that 
recently appeared on this path of mutual benefits. And unfortunately only a couple of 
Albanian studies have focused their attentions on Chinese initiative in Albania, Enver 
Bytyci – ‘Our Future with China’3 and Genci Burimi – ‘Saving the CEEC’ 4 by analyzing 
the past, describing the present and speculating about the future of the bilateral relations 
between Tirana and Bejing.  
 
Sources  
Many useful information are taken from the Albanian Government Central Archives, 
which were made consultable for public opinion after the change of the regime in 1991.  
Since the topic analyzed is of recent times (beside the chapter of the 70s) a lot of newspaper 
articles are taken as reference for the creation of a decent idea of the substantial issues that 
determine the cooperation between the two countries, specifically Tirana Times, China 
Daily, Shekulli, Gazeta Dita, and many more. 
Interviews of Albanian important figures have also given some interesting insights on the 




                                                          
3 The English version is translated from its original title in Albanian 
















1.3 Overview of thesis 
 
Research subject, Goal and tasks, Chronological framework, Practical relevance 
 
Research objectives 
Portraying the basis and factors that defined the initiation of Sino-Albanian cooperation 
Illustrate the path of unified ideology and actions under the Marxist ideology 
Trace the factors that brought to the political disruption of the cooperation between the two 
countries 
Evaluate and estimate the impact of Chinese Aid on the Albanian society and lifestyle 
Characterizing the Chinese investments into groups and interests after the 90s by 
delineating the path of investments typology  
The regional situation as a pivotal focus and relevant consequences 
Impact and possible aftermath of Chinese rising power in the Albanian market and 
economy  
Beijing and Tirana; Eventual scenarios  
Goal and tasks 
When initially the research started somehow it was focused on only bilateral cooperation, 
but on the way of reading and  better understanding the case study,  multilateral and 
regional factors became more and more prominent, as far as they went to determine the 
final ideas of my perception on the topic. The final goal of this thesis is to understand where 
Albania stands in the path between east and west in terms of economic benefits.  
Chronological framework 
These study starts with the begging on the Sino-Albanian relations during the Cold War, 
goes on describing the rise of Chinese influence in the country and the final decline of the 
golden relations between the two. It goes on for a less detailed description of the years after 
the fall of Hoxha’s regime because the interaction between the two governments and 
peoples has been quite irrelevant and finishes with the events after the 2008 economic 
crises. A deeper description of events has been dedicated to years from 2012-2015 since 

















Since the academic literature on the issue is very rare the only hope is that this modest 
study could be of some help to interested actors of the Sino-Albanian relations. And not 
only to involved parties but also to the public opinion in my country which is basically and 
manly EU-oriented. It should be obvious to Albanian leaders and elite that in an ever 
evolving globalization and economic interdependence, there are much more options in the 
























































































2.1 Ideology defeats geography 
The first contacts of the two countries and the start of the cooperation  
 
The Albanian government welcomed and applauded the victory of 1949 (October 1st) and 
they were among the first countries to recognize the new Chinese state and establish 
fraternal relations with it.5 The first approach of an Albanian delegation in Chinese territory 
was in 1956, when, Enver Hoxha headed a delegation at the Eighth Congress of the 
Communist Party of China. This Albanian delegation did not have any personal knowledge 
on China and Chinese politics, besides the ones given them from the soviet comrades.6 
After arriving in Beijing on September 13, Hoxha held his first (and only) meeting with 
Mao Zedong in between sessions of the party's congress.  
The political and ideological common backgrounds of China and Albania set the very 
startup of their close relations in the mid-50s. The ideology that connected this 2 countries 
was Communism. The genesis of creation and further strengthening of political relations 
between China and Albania was to be found in the two parties on power at that time, 
respectively The Communist party of China and the Party of Labor of Albania. 
The informal alliance between China and Albania was considered by  some scholars  ‘one 
of the oddest phenomena of modern times: here were two states of vastly differing size, 
thousands of miles apart, with almost no cultural ties or knowledge of each other's society, 
drawn together by a common hostility to the Soviet Union.’7 But, besides this common 
expressions back then, the happy cooperation between the two countries lasted for almost 
a decade. 
Both these parties followed an independent policy and practice from the Bolshevik 
Communist Party of USSR. In the very center of the world communism, Moscow, after the 
death of the Joseph Stalin, winds of change was fleeing and cardinal changes were made.8  
After his death, Nikita Khrushchev was installed as head of the state and he immediately 
                                                          
5 Peter R. Prifti, Socialist Albania since 1944: Domestic and Foreign Developments. Studies in 
Communism, Revisionism, and Revolution ; 23Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press., 1978, p. 655 
6 Enver Hoxha, Kujtime nga Kina - Reflections on China, VOL 1 . Nentori Publishing House, 1973 
7Jung Chang & Jon Halliday, Mao: The Unknown Story, Jonathan Cape Publisher,2005, p.302 

















adopted new policies in domestic and international affairs. He condemned ‘the cult of the 
individual’ and he paved the path for a new wave of policy, the one of ‘Peaceful 
Coexistence’ with western countries and particular the United States of America. 9 
In Beijing and Tirana these diversion from the standard line were received with doubt and 
discontent. Both respective countries were gradually transformed in visible opponents of 
this line. Chinese and Albanians discontent had different motifs and features.   
The Peaceful Coexistence would provoke serious crisis within the International 
Communist Movement. The biggest challenge that that this movement had to face was the 
disintegration of the communist bloc in two centers: in Moscow and Beijing and also the 
start of the tendencies of polycentrism in the Communist Movement.10  
In 1954, the Chinese Government initiated the presentation of ‘Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence’ which were: mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual 
non-aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and mutual 
benefit, and peaceful coexistence.11 The Chinese establishment of the time tried to make 3 
different distinctions in foreign affairs: first, distinguish the socialist countries and the 
capitalist countries; second, distinguish the sovereign countries from the imperialist ones; 
third, trying to make a distinction between simple capitalist countries and 
capitalist/imperialist ones. But the first doctrinal, geopolitical and strategic distinctions of 
China during the Peaceful Coexistence emerged clearly when China started the first 
independent steps in foreign policy. This was the time when China concluded treaties of 
peace and non-aggression with Yemen, Burma, Nepal, Afghanistan, Guinea, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, etc.  
In this time on the Eastern Block other problems arise.  
After Stalin’s death the polycentric trend was evolving in a conflictual tendency with the 
revolution in Hungary and the National Communist Movement in Poland by 1956.  Even 
though the Hungarian revolution was suppressed with violence from USSR and the 
                                                          
9 Wladislav W. Kulski, Peaceful Coexistence: An Analysis of Soviet Foreign Policy, Henry Regnery 
Company, Chicago, 1959 
10 Lisen Bashkurti, Dipolmacia e Vetëizolimit, Shtypur GEER, Tiranë, 2004  

















National Communist Movement in Poland was repelled by the Kremlin leadership, still, 
these events had an inevitable historical background and sequential perspective.   
The separation between China and USSR though, because of the sizes of both countries 
(territorial, population, history), could not be prevented by violent means (as the case of 
Hungary) and not even by direct interference of Kremlin (as it happened in Poland). As a 
great power, China could have her own line with the socialist camp without being affected 
by Moscow.  
On the other hand, Albania was the first country from the East European ‘Satellites’ that 
openly detached herself from the USSR. This detach represented a real difficult venture for 
Albania, since the country was very small in territory, population and economic power. 
The causes of Albania’s detachment form the USSR and her very fast orientation towards 
the Peoples Republic of China, has been very often subject of discussions and debate. Most 
definitively this curious occurrence was very interesting, this attracted the attention of all 
communist camp as well as on the NATO allies.  
For better understanding of this matter it is necessary to analyze the historical, political, 
regional and geostrategic aspects as Prof. Dr. Lisen Bashkurti evaluates. 
Historically, Albania was one of the very few Eastern European Countries that during the 
Second World War did not have any substantial aid from the USSR, neither military, nor 
political. From a political point of view, the Albanian leadership had no valuable reason to 
be a fanatic of Soviets Orthodox Communism, since the strategic interest of the Soviets in 
the region were mainly tried to be achieved by the Slavic countries (ex-Yugoslavia). From 
a regional point of view, the detachment from Moscow would not seriously harm the 
territorial sovereignty of the country, since the country was placed between East and West. 
From a geostrategic point of view, the Albanian leadership was already prepared to aim at 
long-term priorities especially by having a strong international ally.  This ally would be the 
Peoples Republic of China.  
The initial relation with PRC had as fundamental bases only the antagonism with the USSR. 
The time would show that this relation based only on the mutual discord towards another 
country was not stable.  
Both parties, at a certain extent, needed one-another: the Chinese leadership wanted to 
















Socialism was sustained also from European countries; the Albanian leadership wanted to 
demonstrate to her people that they were still on the right side of the Marxist movement 
and still had a powerful ally by their side.   
The Albanian orientation toward China did not happen immediately and on fast track. 
Many factors was implicated in this path. Initially, the Albanian government could not 
immediately accept the Chinese influence in the country without first getting rid of what 
was left of the Soviet elements in the country.  Albania was also member of the Warsaw 
Pact, and an imminent abruption from it, would cause many unexpected military troubles 
up to the intervention (as it happened years later with Czechoslovakia). And since the very 
beginning of the cooperation there were present some doses of skepticism from both parties.  
Although, despite of what mentioned above about the time frame and the delay of the 
process, since the very beginning of the ‘Peaceful Coexistence’, both parties started to 
forerun the process with propagandistic means. Albania would open a window to Chinese 
propaganda in the European territory by encouraging the orientation towards Beijing for 
the Eastern European establishments, and China would do the same in Asia by proclaiming 
Albania the only true country in Europe that beholds the communist principles.  
The Albanian orientation toward China had obviously also a pragmatic sight. The total 
breach of relations with USSR would be compensated by another powerful substitute. The 
gap created in foreign help would be filled by a new cooperation with PRC. In this 
cooperation the pragmatism and doctrinism would merge perfectly.    
In the timeframe we are exploring, PRC had the necessity to have European connections 
on the Eastern Block, had emergencies dictated by the isolation where the United States 
and the USSR had placed her, needed support for entering the United Nations, needed to 
gradually raise and uphold her role in the international arena, initially in the socialist 
countries and after in the ‘third world countries’. For the implementation of this strategy, 
China had short-term, medium-term and long-term targets. Albania was part of the short-
term and somehow in the medium-term purpose. 12 
The matching of common interests was at a perfect timing. Socialist Albania at the time 
had much more complex needs. After the rupture of diplomatic relations with USSR and 
the deterioration of trade with the Eastern Bloc countries, the main emergency for the 
                                                          
















Albanian government was economy. The agriculture production would not satisfy the 
country’s needs, industry was sustained by very old machineries and was characterized by 
fragmentation, trade with other Eastern countries was reduced after Moscow’s order not to 
export in Albania, and of course it was impossible to take loans for Western European 
countries since the regime the country was of Stalinist model. Also another high level 
emergency was the security of the country. Formally Albania was still part of the Warsaw 
Pact but since she had no more relations with the main power USSR, the presence in this 
organization was merely formal and the presence of the NATO forces in the Mediterranean 
were substantial. The communist country was feeling every day more and more threatened 
and unsafe. 13 
The cooperation platforms for the Sino-Albanian relationship were sanctioned by two main 
documents: ‘The Sino-Albanian Declaration’ of January 1964 and the ‘The Sino-Albanian 
Declaration’ of May 1966. 14 Both this documents express the determination and coherence 
of both countries in the fresh start of the path of bilateral cooperation.   
From this point on there is a very admirable work of both Party of Labor of Albania and 
Chinese Communist Party for the high level of cooperation. PLA supported CCP and 
Chinese establishment when these were facing great challenges on domestic and foreign 
affairs. 15 For the domestic policy and the internal propaganda, Albania was presented to 
Chinese people as a European communist country who supports Chairman Mao’s every act 
while PLA was introduced from the propaganda as one of the eldest in Europe and her 
leader, Enver Hoxha, as a leader worldwide magnitude. In the international ground, China 
needed as much support as she could have, from whatever kind of country, small or big, 
for her efforts in trying to enter the UN. To this purpose, with direct orders from Hoxha,16 
the entire mechanism of Albanian diplomacy was placed at the total disposal of the 
international campaign of Chinese admission at the UN. Albania condemned the policy of 
                                                          
13 Dritan Hoti, Kina ne Ballkan, Gazeta Mapo, Artikull ditor, 22 Dhjetor 2014 
14 Tiriam Odiri, Nga Enver Hoxha, Nano, Berisha dhe Rama vizitat e udhëheqësve shqiptarë në Kinë, 
Tiranaobserver, 12 Shtator, 2014 
15 Enver Hoxha, Vepra 19 - Qershor 1960-Dhjetor 1960, Instituti I studimeve Marksiste-Leniniste prane 
KQ te PPSH Shtepia botuese 8 Nentori, Tirane, 1975, faqje 200-204 
















‘two Chinas’ by all propagandist and diplomatic means, on every international summit or 
bilateral meeting.  
In International Relations, bilateral or multilateral, the role and the impact of small nations 
in relation to Great Powers sometimes gains incredible historical dimensions. This happens 
mainly because the small nations could have 2 important functions; first, serve as regulators, 
balancers and compensators of Great Powers in geopolitics and geostrategic intentions, 
second, they contribute with their vote as sovereign nations in the International 
Organizations. This second feature was used from the Albanian diplomacy in every 
meeting and session of the UN.17 
As an exchange for these efforts and also for the historical reasons mentioned above, PRC 
started to open the ‘green light’ to a favorable formal and juridical cooperation between 
the 2 governments. It is within the time frame of this period that many agreements and 
protocols were signed for the cooperation of the two countries in economy, trade, culture, 
science, education military and maritime transportation. 18  The agreements and the 
protocols was manly referred to the Chinese aid for the Albanians but also included some 
norms of interest.  
The second half of the sixties were the years where the dimension of the cooperation was 
multiplied by many times if compared to the very start of them, especially the economic 
cooperation met its peak. On the time mentioned Albania exported in China chrome 
minerals, oil fuel, bitumen, copper, tobacco, etc; meanwhile China was exporting in 
Albania machineries, tools, technology for the industry, energy, etc.  19 
This period of happy cooperation and fruitful policies during the years of the ‘peaceful 
coexistence’ were not totally free from discrepancies, sometime also deep disagreements, 
especially in the international positons taken from each party. The main discrepancies in 
the begging of the cooperation were the regarding the Chinese foreign policy in the Balkan 
Peninsula. The Chinese foreign affairs at the time were characterized by dynamism, 
pragmatism, flexibility and long-term vison, meanwhile the Albanian foreign affairs were 
                                                          
17 Lisen Bashkurti, Dipolmacia e Vetëizolimit, Shtypur GEER, Tiranë, 2004, faqje 630 
18 Armand Plakaj, Dosja e CIAs per Konfliktin Shqiptaro-Sovjetik, Shqiptarja.com, 5 mars 2013 
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